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First-Hand Perspectives on Methodologies of
Critical Editing of Folklore Manuscripts
Dr. Hisham Abdelaziz

Folklorist

Abstract

This paper furnishes the author’s first-hand perspectives on the
critical editing of folklore manuscripts. The author reviews significant
milestones of Arab and foreign folklorists. In this context, the
researcher assesses the fundamentals of critical editing methodology in
an attempt to highlight necessary procedural changes in dealing with
folklore manuscripts.

The researcher examines these perspectives within the general
cultural context, whether in Egypt or the Arab region, with a focus on
new formulated concepts, the most important of which is the coined
term of the “manuscript vital field”.

Keywords

Folklore manuscripts critical editing, specialized critical editor,
manuscript vital field, collation, fixed and variable methodology, One
Thousand and One Nights.
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