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Qur’anic Divisions of Abai-Safwan Humayd b. Qays al-A'raj
al-Makki:
A Critical Editing & an Analytical Inductive Study
Dr. Bashir b. Hasan al-Himyari
Assistant Professor, Department of Qur’anic Studies, Taibah
University, KSA

Abstract

This study traces the narrations of Qur’an division and the early
sources which detail the divisions of Humayd al-A'raj (d. 130 AH).
It explains al-A'raj’s divisions into Ansaf and A'sar, then critically
edits them with identified sources.

The study uses an inductive methodology to collect accounts of
Humayd’s divisions from early manuscripts. Then it analyzes and
compares the findings, describes the divisions, and critically
comments on possible discrepancies. Main conclusions include
identification of early scholars who had their own Qur’an divisions,
identification of all sources referring to Humayd’s divisions in which
he depended on the Meccan verse counting system.

The study ends with an added value; a critical edition of the
divisions. It uses the Meccan verse counting system, free from
interpolation or tampering, and collated against multiple sources.

Keywords
Humayd al-A‘raj— Qur’anic Divisions — Qur’anic Ansaf and
A'sar.
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