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Abstract

The Islamic Art Museum in Cairo preserves the manuscript with accession
number 13099, that has not yet been published. The Museum’s records state
that the copy is an Iranian literary manuscript containing poetry and odes.
However, after careful examination of the manuscript, the study concludes that
the manuscript is a copy of the Divan of Hafiz, and that it is not attributed to Iran,
but rather to Kashmir in India. The study dates it to the 12-13 centuries AH / 18-
19 AD following a collation of similar copies.
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The one-volume manuscript showcases all elements of codicology. It is
bounded in a simple binding and decorated with a frame of floral decorations.
The manuscript is written in Persian, in black Nastalig script, with a ruler of
eleven lines in two columns. The text is surrounded by golden colored decorative
frames and borders. The text is composed in ghazal verses that are unarranged,
and do not contain any dating references or the name of its copyist, illuminator, or
illustrator. The text is interspersed with thirteen colored and gilded illustrations.
The study aims at examining and analyzing all the codicological aspects of
the manuscript, including binding, gilding, writing, and illustrating through a
comprehensive scientific analysis and collation in order to stand on its country
of origin and date.

Keywords

Manuscript, Divan of Hafiz, Kashmir, binding, gilding, Nastaliq, illustrations.
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