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The Arabic Biography of Saint-Knight-Martyr Philopater -
Mercurius (Abu Sefein):
Highlights on Egyptian Christian Folklore

Dr. Basem Samir El-Shargawi
Professor of Arabic Heritage & Editor-in-Chief of “Arab Christian
Heritage” Journal (Franciscan Cultural Center, Egypt)

Abstract

The Arabic biography of the Knight-Saint Mercurius has not been
fully critically edited to date- this has been a going project by the author
for many years. Thus, the current paper will analyze, for the first time,
two elements (skipping the other three being irrelevant to the art of
biography) and use them as a model for the Egyptian Christian folklore
written in Egyptian Arabic. The paper seeks to reveal the identity of the
author wrongly attributed to the biography. It traces the origin of some
terms found in the biography that are popular in the Arab -Islamic
civilization. It highlights the folk tradition aspect of this Christian
literature, that thrived through numerous manuscripts in Egypt, in four
sections, namely:

[1] The sources of the Saint-Knight-Martyr Mercurius biography
divided into two lists of biographical manuscripts written in ancient
languages and Arabic, respectively.

[2] Elements of Arabic biography.

[3] Collation of the biography copies.

[4] Comparing the Arabic biography of Saint Mercurius with

elements of traditional biography.
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CE 1991 = The Coptic Encyclopedia, 8 vols., edited by: Aziz S.

Attia, (New York).
CHC, vol. 2 = The Cambridge History of Christianity, 9 vols., 1l.:
Constantine to v. 600, edited by: Augustine Casiday

and Frederick W. Norris, (Cambridge University Press,
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