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The Efforts of German Orientalists
in the Critical Editing of Kalam
Manuscripts

Marx Miiller as an Example

Dr. Ahmed Attia'”

Abstract

This study highlights the efforts of the German school of Orientalism in
the critical editing of Kalam manuscripts by revisiting the works of one of its
eminent figures; Marx Joseph Miiller (d. 1874 CE). The study investigates
the sources of his biography and furnishes a critique of them; particularly the
methodology in use, and where they fell short according to a number of studies,
such as Abdel-Rahman Badawi’s Orientalists Encyclopedia. The study also
focuses on Miiller’s academic output in regards to our Arabic heritage, mainly his
critical editing of some treatises of Ibn Rusd (Fasl al-Magal wa Taqrir ma bayn
al-Sari‘'a wa al-Hikma min al-Itisal, al-Ka$f ‘an Manahij al-Adilla fi ‘Aqa’id
al-Milla & Damima al-‘llm al-1laht). Through the critique of these editions,
the study concludes some features of the German school of Orientalism in its
early interest in Arabic heritage in the section entitled “What Miiller’s Critical
Editions Reveal”. The study is underpinned by the statistical critical approach
as it enhances the examination of the academic achievements of the German
orientalists in the field of Kalam.

(*) Senior Researcher at the Manuscripts Center, Bibliotheca Alexandrina.
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